Cheers for Dr. Kennedy and His Team wm FOR LIFE
Alice Kopacki R Thank you Tractor Supply Mor-
_ _ Morganton ank you Tractor Supply Mo
Partnerswishes to thank Dr. Kennedy and the Animal ganton for your assistance and
House team for interrupting their schedule to try to save

P.O. Box 1061 Morganton, NC 28680
young cat that had been hit by a car near a convenienc
store in Connelly Springs. WhénBetter Lifereceived a

1ot Gomel Spings. Whanseter o e g Prcels h a4 %le

coordinated with the caller and offered to pay for medical Our number one goal is to find a home for each and every caj small body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of histoahatma Gandhi
treatment. The caller got someone to take the cat to Anithat we sponsor, or to help create one for those kitties who call the

House, and Dr. Kennedy and his staff responded immedputdoors home. Friend or Feral, Cuddle Bunny Sweetie, or Crafty We had 6.5 months in 2014 to show folks that we are
ately to the situation. Sadly, the cat had other serious he@ttnmunity Cat, they all need food, shelter and love. truly dedicated to saving as many cat lives as possible. We've
issues that made it very unlikely it would survive surgery.
Dr. Kennedy gently helped the little
one over the Rainbow Bridge, a

eﬂlowing us the privilege of sharing your space to show our &
ekitties to find them homes.

Sadly, we lost our president andfounder of PfC on

; o Jan 5th. Steve Farlow joined us to create a new ang
We are already meeting other people and groups who were been busy during this time. different cat rescue knowing that he wouldn't be witflus
doing the same thing before us. Fix up the kitty to be healthy, and e had 44 kitties spayed and neutered., most of them l§ for long. He shared his knowledge of Romfits and

find someone to love it. Never mind if they have money. Can thgying fully vetted with all vaccines. This includes the 6 “feral" lf his love of cats. He took the office of President and

hm:vceheexiséﬁ;gggjlg?ﬁeﬁﬁgg }’I_Vr?; Y | feegl and shelter the cat? Will they love it and take care of it for aka Community Cats spayed/neutered. We have pledged to pflserved as long as his health would allow. We will mflve
all of you at Animal House for you / life? If the answer is yes, then the kitty can go home with for spaying of 10+ cats residing in a very threatened colony. THon without him knowing that he and his kitties that
skills and your compassion. L them....for FREE. We even provide cardboard carriers when  will at least keep the problem from exploding due to a high birthll went before him are watching and cheering us on.
U needed to make sure the Kitty travels safely. rate.
We appreciate donations, that's what we use to pay the bills In the year 2015 we are hoping to focus more on our Community Responsibility.. A Kopacki
Weary Our hope is that people_ who want to help, but can't phySIC_aIIy g&ommunity Cat populations. We have started supporting a local .y. - P Y- P _
Wonderful LA We discovered that little involved, will speak their approval of our methods with their ~ Community Cat Caregiver in order to ensure that all the cats What responsibilities do members of the community
' Henry and his mom were checkbooks and cash under her care will have plenty of food to eat. We will be have for animals, particularly companion animals, and why
tame after trapping them We are showing our kitties at the Tractor Supply in performing more TNR as funds become available to do so. ~ should they care? _ i
and taking them to be Morganton, every other Saturday. Februarys dates are We've made friends with a group operating out of Lenoir, Ga@ndhi ~said, fiThe greatne Sh
spayed and neutered. (They ~ the 7th and 21st. Come to visit, take home you BFF . and funded 5 of the Community Cats they trapped and relocat ?:isci) dgaraliosa;pliez t?) gsta?eea C(J) uﬁt; gc?tyd an tijn()j/ivi dt

from the Burke County area. We worked with them also in find-

both quickly found their
ing homes for several cats who were left in a home where theit!

If you can't adopt, be a caregiver, if you can't take in a kitty, al. It focuses on how a society treats some of its most vul-

forever homes) We would help us raise funds, if you can't help us raise funds, donate, if yQU "0 14 1o longer care for them.  It's areat to team up \nﬁ ble members, those who have no power and no voice
save more if we had more candt donate, spread the wor eople otk mﬁu‘is Hnk Jofi B1a oW Gésb’eﬁaﬁlys ahddittlet oaro defense against what some members of that
: homes for them. There are over a few community cat colonies. These kitties need fed every: 0 ¥ society impose upon them. It could apply equally to chil-
- . ) ) . - Pisa, we hope to work with you more in 2015
many tame Kkitties trying to survive on their own. Peo- day of the year. Can you make a commitment to save some lives™ dren or the elderly.
pl e who would normally t ake Thesexmightdbé ore iright downsthetsweetArom yoal.| % What does it mean that we as a community or as indi-
Control, wondt because they KR\noyrf]the kittens—~will die. ] ] o viduals should do? It means that we should acknowledge
Raise your voices for a No Kill Nation, and support We at Partners for Cats have a saying regarding This beautiful girl is a the relationship between people and animals and under-

’ ocommunity c atand that the intetésts of both must be considered. It means
' ganton. Note her right ear (¥8Uing the lives of animals, protecting animals, promoting

: . ) understanding of an}]mals~and their needs, and reporting
cl i pped. Th/sabugégan sheos

been spayed and had at least \\nat is one thing we can do as a start? We can support

your local groups that performs TNR. _@\'@_ _ how we should behave with each other in order to K
=~ _A_ X save cat lives., When we meet, we park our egos afg

ONo one h as ever become poor ReVioofdnd dutd@ pride in our pocket. We
n Anne Frank, diary of Anne Frank shudder at the thought of not saving a life because someone
got upset when someone else didn't agree with them.

Onyx s Smiling Again! ~Alice Kopack The Cats' come first. It's difficult to control your emotions ' ‘ N arabies shot. and promote Trap/Neuter/Return (TNR) as the only proven,
Onyx, a rescued cat about eight years old, was ;o you are working on.something that is so e);notional. But in % an’ At o effective way to stabilize colonies of community cats.
stressed and scared when she came to her new hBFH%r to make wise and sound judgments we all agree that t' ';‘»i;‘ B[ X .- el These colonies are composed of cats dumpe_d by pe_ople,
a year ago. Her new AMomo n \el£ssdryt|g 8sk dufhRdds anoanat%ur A% XOurshBattd aTe = ' strays who once had a home, and cats born in the wild _
into her new surroundings and realized that her Mom lovege »qy in use.. that's why we are all dedicated to saving these | (ferals). Some can be social

For these, their home is an outdoor environment. TNR
means no more kittens born into the colony, less aggressive
behavior among male cats, fewer diseases because of vac-
cinations, and a stable colony population over time.

Money spent killing healthy cats is wasted on a method that
doesndt wor k.

How can you help? Donate to our Community Cats
Fund. Volunteer to become a Community Cat Caregiver for
one or more colonies. Spread the word about TNR and its
effectiveness in stabilizing community cat colonies.

her very much. But recently Onyx had some painful den
problems that affected her ability to eat normally. Her Mo

needed some assistance with the veterinary cost®ahd That being said, we are looking for people to help lead in
nerswas able to help. After her dental treatm the effort to save lives. People with common sense and a lot o

and a short recovery period, Onyx is smiling drive and love. In order to grow, we need people who are
again! Her Mom says she is happy and playir familiar with the communities we serve and able to make
like a kitten. Sheds | eqwctlgw tp get opr gresgage,out. We peeghpegple to help us
caring Mom who was determined to get her ti raise funds to fulfill our mission. If you would like to discuss
help she needed. our values and needs with any of us, we would love to hear
from you.

ecious lives in the first place.



http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/mahatma_gandhi.html
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3720.Anne_Frank
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3532896

Community Catsd Bruce Elliott

In the fading twilight of a Morganton evening, eyes
peer out from the bushes and the recesses behind rocks. The
cold, damp air hangs with silent anticipation. Small ears

listen intently for the particular sound of one automobile. *
With each passing vehicle, expectancy grows along with hun- A Better Life Animal Rescues Gets Ready to Cele-

ger. Is that it? Finally, the familiar sound of the car they brate Its Fifth Anniversary

know so well slowly making its journey to the rendezvous Peg Demarco

brings excitement bordering on frenzy. Fluffy tails stand at On March 19, 2010, A Better Life Animal Rescue, Inc.

attention, noses twitch, and meows are heard throughout ke its first organizational meeting and, with the love and
parking lot! Dinner is here! Dinner is here! The cats rush @&ipport of the community, volunteers, and plenty of hard work by
from their hiding places in galvanized glee. It is feeding timnéreless Board of Directors, we are now gearing up to celebrate

P

at a community cat colony. Food, love, and care are distribur fifth anniversary. Thank you, everyone! L \ &
uted freely every night of the week, every single day of the Forming this rescue has been an amazing roller coaster _ i, - )Y S (00
year, no exceptions. ride. Yes, funds were tight, space was limited, and the demanil@y Thanks to those who share their love by 2014 Wi il ﬁndbo

_ help animals great é and t hdenathgipHopojor Mamerwof's ums up what we @bqlped:;OklmeS
You have probably never seen them. You might not be awgjg to face today. But, as an organization built on trust, doingegina Abernethy wishes Linda Collins to have a very REASONE& I
they exist. Community cat colonies are tucked away from he right thing, putting the animals above everything else, and Happy Birthday. (and we hope it was ) L o
most of the public. Behind shopping centers, abandoned fggays remembering that we are a no kill rescue, we remain Since inception, REASON has helped
tories, or in open fields. They are hidden from those Who sronger than ever and united in our dedication to continue our spay/neuter over 1,000 dogs, cats, puppies
would have them picked up by Animal Control and killed fagsc e efforts. and kittens. When REASON began in

no other eason. t han th ey arep ! inncg0 NVREN 'peanstt' Ot hI rte ¢ S‘y ears, webve expanded our rescue 2012, over 5,000 dogs and cats were eutha-
that there are over 13 million cats living on the streets in 'g

) : include our Animal/Family Emergency Outreach Initiative, a _ nlzeI(IJI at E_urke County Animal ContrcIJ_I ?n'
United States today. The usual visceral response of peop{& I, .- .\ \vhere we help economicalg] strugglin%sfamilies meetA very big and heartfeThank You goes out nually. This number decreased to a little
N+hi§ fak

AfTake them to the Humane Qcidaf Eave etk B3 §nH Shelt8r ek bagnRartners for Cat8FF's, Alice and George over 4,000 in 2013. According to the most

n o )
But the shelters and resc £ : ‘? . @ ) current statistics from Burke Animal Con-

; ) rtftula Jre%ar |r+b and enplc%lﬁgapéfrtsopourpegcﬁenb cﬁusR acki. The Kopackis have not only shared in the ) : 0
their pets spayed and neutered. The ultimate fate of any Ves us an opportunity to see firsthand how important it is to 8p ' P y trol, the kill rate for cats is 93%. In the past

mal taken toa shelter V\_/iII most likely be death. This un_in— eep families intact and united with their beloved pets, often tI«,olanr.nng an.d physical efforts of.brmglmrtners for  five months, Reason has altered 108 cats; 78 of these were females. If
formed attitude of pushing the problem off onto others is g[l" ", y comfort they enjoy in t gtﬁnéoy%ng, by they haye,gjven extremely gegereach had only one litter in a year with an average of four kittens, they
too prevalent. In 2013, 2,931 cats were abandoned at Burke Qus financial support and ended 2014 with a large dyould have produced 312 cats just in Burke County. In addition to

: Our success is also built on forming strong alliances w ; ; ; ; ; ;
County animal shelters. 93%, or 2718, of the cats were put to ! : - nation to our operatina account and also funded the helping with cat overpopulation, spaying / neutering community cats
death. Murdered, really. The cost to taxpayers to put the58ther rescues, including Partners for Cats and REASON. Thid! P d helps keep other cats healthy.

: : : nables us to stand as one front in our efforts to help as manyegigblishment of our special fund$ie Farlow emer-
innocent, loving, mostly healthy animals to death was OVG}? | P y dical fundndThe C itv Cat fund REASON - ReduceEuthanasiand Spay orNeuter, with the support
$140,000 This fAsoluti eending"#SBWVS%Eems to breed a ne gency medical lunendhe Lommunity Lat nd f local veterinarians, has provided reduced cost spay and neuter sur-
cycle of birth to senseless, early death, and further expense to We wish everyone a very safe, happy and healthy 2013 hese are two people who live according to their verf ’

Che community and taxpay e T8NKYRHIORYPU FBPOTIWE, (C OjUrl g1 O/t 10|  ihigh vilied, We dfelso icRyUd have them with us. geries to qualified individuals in need of financial assistance in Burke

lution at all. This is a community problem that only a com- county. _ _
munity can solve. 36 HUYLFH WR RWKHUV LV WKH UHQW \RX SD\ IRU \RXU URRP KHUH RCBEIASIIN\Mlan'aIIvolunteerprogramwhose only overhead cqstlsfor
There is, however, an effective, humane solution. Ayohammed Ali the telephone that volunteers rotate taking calls from the public.
small group of dedicated individuals take to the streets of Applications are completed, and-pays are determined using the
Morganton every evening. Their unwavering allegiance to the Isabelle most current Fede“’%' Poverty G‘."de"“es- All monies coIIecteq from
care and feeding of community cats is what drives them. t_he copays are put directly back into the program to help provide
They work in the darkness, in the shadows, hidden from most financial support to others.
citizens of the community. These cats that would be disposed REASON works closely with various rescue groups in Burke County
of are given food, care, and unconditional love. Population to help educate the public on the benefits of spaying and neutering.
control of the community cats is the number one goal. The Reason also works with individuals in our county who have feral cats
community cats are trapped, spayed or neutered, vaccinated, and are interested and willing to trap and release. Many in our
and given proper veterinary care. Some are returned back to community love animals and realize the answer lies in addressing
the colony, many are rehabilitated and eventually adopted to the crisis on the front endémean

loving, forever homes. It takes a network and communityt9s that are cared for

provide the support and funds for these activities. For more information please visit our website

are social and healthy @ www.REASONNC.org and A i ke uso ar
even in community cat Facebook. For information on how to get a pet spayed /
neutered, please call REASON @ (828)-8835

col oni eséé. ..

We Love you
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