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A small body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of history.  Mahatma Gandhi  

      We had 6.5  months in 2014 to show folks that we are 

truly dedicated to saving as many cat lives as possible. We've 

been busy during this time. 

     We   had 44 kitties spayed and neutered., most of them   

being fully vetted with all vaccines.  This includes the  6  "feral"  

aka Community Cats spayed/neutered.   We have pledged to pay 

for spaying of 10+ cats residing in a very threatened colony.  This 

will at least keep the problem from exploding due to a high birth 

rate. 

     In the year 2015 we are hoping to focus more on our         

Community Cat populations.  We have started supporting a local       

Community Cat Caregiver in order to ensure that all the cats   

under her care will have plenty of food to eat.  We will be       

performing  more TNR as funds become available to do so. 

     We've made friends with a group operating out of Lenoir, 

and funded 5 of the Community Cats they trapped and relocated 

from the Burke County area.  We worked with them also in find-

ing homes for several cats who were left in a home where their       

humans could no longer care for them.    It's great to team up with 

people of like minds.  Thank you Olga, Karen  and especially  

Lisa, we hope to work with you more in 2015. 

 

This beautiful girl is a 

òcommunity cató in  Mor-

ganton.  Note her right ear is 

clipped. This means sheõs 

been spayed and had at least 

a rabies shot. 

We at Partners for Cats have a saying regarding 

how we should behave with each other in order to 

save cat lives.  When we meet, we park our egos at 

the door and put our pride in our pocket.  We   

shudder at the thought of not saving a life because  someone    

got upset when someone else didn't agree with them. 

         The Cats' come first. It's difficult to control your emotions 

when you are working on something that is so emotional.  But in 

order to make wise and sound judgments we all agree that it's 

necessary to use our heads and not our hearts.  Our hearts are      

already in use...that's why we are all dedicated to saving these   

precious lives in the first place. 

         That being said, we are looking for people to help lead in 

the effort to save lives. People with common sense and a lot of 

drive and love.  In order to grow, we need people who are       

familiar with the communities we serve and able to make       

connections to get our message out. We need people to help us 

raise funds to fulfill our mission.   If you would like to discuss 

our values and needs with any of us, we would love to hear   

from you. 

We discovered that little 

Henry and his mom were 

tame after trapping them 

and taking them to be 

spayed and neutered. (They 

both quickly found their 

forever homes) We would 

save more if we had more 

homes for them.  There are 

many tame kitties trying to survive on their own. Peo-

ple who would normally take òextraó kittens to Animal 

Control, wonõt because they know the kittens will die.  

Raise your voices for a No Kill Nation, and support 

your local groups that performs TNR.  

Cheers for Dr. Kennedy and His Team 

Alice Kopacki 

Partners wishes to thank Dr. Kennedy and the Animal 

House team for interrupting their schedule to try to save a 

young cat that had been hit by a car near a convenience 

store in Connelly Springs.  When A Better Life received a 

call about this cat, they asked if Partners could help. We 

coordinated with the caller and offered to pay for medical 

treatment. The caller got someone to take the cat to Animal 

House, and Dr. Kennedy and his staff responded immedi-

ately to the situation. Sadly, the cat had other serious health 

issues that made it very unlikely it would survive surgery. 

Dr. Kennedy gently helped the little 

one over the Rainbow Bridge, a 

much easier transition than it would 

have experienced otherwise. Thank 

all of you at Animal House for your 

skills and your compassion. 

A kitty called Flower is offered 

her plate of food by someone who 

really cares about the homeless 

Onyx Is Smiling Again!    Alice Kopacki 

Onyx, a rescued cat about eight years old, was 

stressed and scared when she came to her new home 

a year ago. Her new ñMomò was patient, and Onyx settled 

into her new surroundings and realized that her Mom loved 

her very much. But recently Onyx had some painful  dental 

problems that affected her ability to eat normally. Her Mom 

needed some assistance with the veterinary costs, and Part-

ners was able to help. After her dental treatment 

and a short recovery period, Onyx is smiling 

again! Her Mom says she is happy and playing 

like a kitten. Sheôs a lucky girl to have such a 

caring Mom who was determined to get her the 

help she needed.  

òNo one has ever become poor by giving.ó  

ɲ Anne Frank, diary of Anne Frank  

Sadly, we lost our president and co-founder of PfC on 

Jan 5th. Steve Farlow joined us to create a new and   

different cat rescue knowing that he wouldn't be with us 

for long. He shared his knowledge of non-profits and 

his love of cats. He took the office of President and 

served as long as his health would allow. We will move 

on without him knowing that he and his kitties that 

went before him are watching and cheering us on.  

Community Responsibility.. A Kopacki 

What responsibilities do members of the community 

have for animals, particularly companion animals, and why 

should they care? 

Gandhi said, ñThe greatness of a nation and its moral 

progress can be judged by the ways its animals are treated.ò 

This idea also applies to a state, a county, a city, an individ-

ual. It focuses on how a society treats some of its most vul-

nerable members, those who have no power and no voice 

and little or no defense against what some members of that 

society impose upon them. It could apply equally to chil-

dren or the elderly. 

What does it mean that we as a community or as indi-

viduals should do? It means that we should acknowledge 

the relationship between people and animals and under-

stand that the interests of both must be considered. It means 

valuing the lives of animals, protecting animals, promoting 

understanding of animals and their needs, and reporting 

abuses.  

What is one thing we can do as a start? We can support 

and promote Trap/Neuter/Return (TNR) as the only proven, 

effective way to stabilize colonies of community cats. 

These colonies are composed of cats dumped by people, 

strays who once had a home, and cats born in the wild 

(ferals). Some can be socialized and adopted. Others canôt. 

For these, their home is an outdoor environment. TNR 

means no more kittens born into the colony, less aggressive 

behavior among male cats, fewer diseases because of vac-

cinations, and a stable colony population over time.  

Money spent killing healthy cats is wasted on a method that 

doesnôt work. 

How can you help? Donate to our Community Cats 

Fund. Volunteer to become a Community Cat Caregiver for 

one or more colonies. Spread the word about TNR and its 

effectiveness in stabilizing community cat  colonies. 

Our number one goal is to find a home for each and every cat 

that we sponsor, or to help create one for those kitties who call the 

outdoors home. Friend or Feral, Cuddle Bunny Sweetie, or Crafty 

Community Cat, they all need food, shelter and love. 
 

We are already meeting other people and groups who were  

doing the same thing before us.  Fix up the kitty to be healthy, and 

find someone to love it. Never mind if they have money.  Can they 

feed and shelter the cat? Will they love it and take care of it for 

life?  If the answer is yes, then the kitty can go home with 

them....for FREE. We even provide cardboard carriers  when 

needed to make sure the kitty travels safely. 
 

We appreciate donations, that's what we use to pay the  bills  

Our hope is that people who want to help, but can't physically get 

involved, will speak their approval of our methods with their 

checkbooks and cash 
 

We are showing our kitties at the Tractor Supply in      

Morganton, every other Saturday. Februarys dates are          

the 7th and 21st.  Come to visit, take home you BFF . 
 

If you can't adopt, be a caregiver, if you can't take in a kitty, 

help us raise funds, if you can't help us raise funds, donate, if you 

canôt donate, spread the word.  We also need caregivers to take 

over a few community cat colonies.  These kitties need fed every 

day of the year.  Can you make a commitment to save some lives?  

There might be one right down the street from you. 

 

Thank you Tractor Supply Mor-

ganton for your assistance and 

allowing us the privilege of sharing your space to show our 

kitties to find them homes.  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/mahatma_gandhi.html
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3720.Anne_Frank
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3532896


Community CatsðBruce Elliott  
 

 In the fading twilight of a Morganton evening, eyes 

peer out from the bushes and the recesses behind rocks. The 

cold, damp air hangs with silent anticipation.  Small ears 

listen intently for the particular sound of one automobile. 

With each passing vehicle, expectancy grows along with hun-

ger. Is that it? Finally, the familiar sound of the car they 

know so well slowly making its journey to the rendezvous 

brings excitement bordering on frenzy. Fluffy tails stand at 

attention, noses twitch, and meows are heard throughout the 

parking lot! Dinner is here! Dinner is here! The cats rush out 

from their hiding places in  galvanized glee. It is feeding time 

at a community cat colony. Food, love, and care are distrib-

uted freely every night of the week, every single day of the 

year, no exceptions. 

  

You have probably never seen them. You might not be aware 

they exist. Community cat colonies are tucked away from 

most of the public. Behind shopping centers, abandoned fac-

tories, or in open fields. They are hidden from those who 

would have them picked up by Animal Control and killed for 

no other reason than they are ñinconvenient.ò It is estimated 

that there are over 13 million cats living on the streets in the 

United States today. The usual visceral response of people is 

ñTake them to the Humane Society or rescue organization.ò 

But the shelters and rescues are full because people donôt get 

their pets spayed and neutered. The ultimate fate of any ani-

mal taken to a shelter will most likely be death. This unin-

formed attitude of pushing the problem off onto others is all 

too prevalent. In 2013, 2,931 cats were abandoned at Burke 

County animal shelters. 93%, or 2718, of the cats were put to 

death. Murdered, really. The cost to taxpayers to put these 

innocent, loving, mostly healthy animals to death was over 

$140,000 This ñsolutionò just seems to breed a never-ending  

cycle of birth to senseless, early death, and further expense to 

the community and taxpayers, meaning that itôs really no so-

lution at all. This is a community problem that only a com-

munity can solve. 

 There is, however, an effective, humane solution. A 

small group of dedicated individuals take to the streets of 

Morganton every evening. Their unwavering allegiance to the 

care and feeding of community cats is what drives them. 

They work in the darkness, in the shadows, hidden from most 

citizens of the community. These cats that would be disposed 

of are given food, care, and unconditional love. Population 

control of the community cats is the number one goal. The 

community cats are trapped, spayed or neutered, vaccinated, 

and given proper veterinary care. Some are returned back to 

the colony, many are rehabilitated and eventually adopted to 

loving, forever homes.   It takes a network and community to 

provide the support and funds for these activities. 

  

Cats that are cared for 
are    social and healthy 
even in community cat 
colonieséé... 

.      REASONé.....Debbie Hawkins 

Since inception, REASON has helped 

spay/neuter over 1,000 dogs, cats, puppies 

and kittens. When REASON began in 

2012, over 5,000 dogs and cats were eutha-

nized at Burke County Animal Control an-

nually. This  number decreased to a little 

over 4,000 in 2013. According to the most 

current statistics from Burke Animal Con-

trol, the kill rate for cats is 93%. In the past 

five months, Reason has altered 108 cats; 78 of these were females. If 

each had only one litter in a year with an average of four kittens, they 

would have produced 312 cats just in Burke County. In addition to 

helping with cat overpopulation, spaying / neutering community cats 

helps keep other cats healthy.   

REASON - Reduce Euthanasia and Spay or Neuter, with the support 

of local veterinarians, has provided reduced cost spay and neuter sur-

geries to qualified individuals in need of financial assistance in Burke 

County.  

REASON is an all volunteer program whose only overhead cost is for 

the telephone that volunteers rotate taking calls from the public.      

Applications are completed, and co-pays are determined using the 

most  current Federal Poverty Guidelines. All monies collected from 

the co-pays are put directly back into the program to help provide        

financial support to others.  

REASON works closely with various rescue groups in Burke County 

to help educate the public on the benefits of spaying and neutering. 

Reason also works with individuals in our county who have feral cats 

and are interested and willing to trap and release. Many in our       

community love animals and realize the answer lies in addressing     

the crisis on the front endémeaning spay and neuter.  

For more information please visit our website                           
@  www.REASON-nc.org. and ñ like usò and ñshareò on          
Facebook. For information on how to get a pet spayed /        
neutered, please call REASON @ (828) 403-3675 

Isabelle  

Many Thanks to those who share their love by        
Donating in Honor or Memory of: 

Regina Abernethy wishes Linda Collins to have a very 

Happy Birthday.  (and we hope it was ) 

A very big and heartfelt Thank You  goes out 

to, Partners for Cats, BFF's,  Alice and George 

Kopacki. The Kopackis have not only shared in the 

planning and physical efforts of bringing Partners for 

Cats into being, but they have given extremely  gener-

ous financial support and  ended 2014 with a large do-

nation to our operating account and also funded the 

establishment of our special funds: The Farlow emer-

gency medical fund and The Community Cat fund.  

These are two people who live according to their very 

high values, We are so lucky to have them with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Better Life Animal Rescues Gets Ready to Cele-

brate Its Fifth Anniversary  

                                        Peg Demarco 

On March 19, 2010, A Better Life Animal Rescue, Inc. 

held its first organizational meeting and, with the love and      

support of the community, volunteers, and plenty of hard work by 

a tireless Board of Directors, we are now gearing up to celebrate 

our fifth anniversary.  Thank you, everyone! 

Forming this rescue has been an amazing roller coaster 

ride.  Yes, funds were tight, space was limited, and the demand to 

help animals great é and that pretty much sums up what we con-

tinue to face today.  But, as an organization built on trust, doing 

the right thing, putting the animals above everything else, and 

always remembering that we are a no kill rescue, we remain 

stronger than ever and united in our dedication to continue our 

rescue efforts. 

During the past three years, weôve expanded our rescue 

to include our Animal/Family Emergency Outreach Initiative, a 

program where we help economically struggling families meet 

veterinary care costs and food and shelter needs.  This has been a 

particularly rewarding and enriching part of our rescue because it 

gives us an opportunity to see firsthand how important it is to 

keep families intact and united with their beloved pets, often the 

only comfort they enjoy in todayôs demanding world. 

Our success is also built on forming strong alliances with 

other rescues, including Partners for Cats and REASON.  This 

enables us to stand as one front in our efforts to help as many ani-

mals as we can. 

We wish everyone a very safe, happy and healthy 2015.  

Thank you for your support ï we couldnôt do it without you! 
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- Mohammed Ali 


